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Crossing the Sea
Exodus 13:17-18, 20-22; 14:5-14; 21-27

When Pharoah let the people go, God did not lead 
them on the road through the Philistine country, 
though that was shorter.  For God said, “If they face 
war, they might change their minds and return to 
Egypt.”  So God led the people around by the desert 
road toward the Red Sea.

After leaving Succoth they camped at Etham on the 
edge of the desert.  By day the Lord went ahead of 
them in a pillar of cloud to guide them on their way 
and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, so 
that they could travel by day or night.  Neither the 
pillar of cloud by day nor the pillar of fire by night 
left its place in front of the people.

...When the king of Egypt was told that the people 
had fled, Pharoah and his officials changed their 
minds about them and said, “What have we done?  
We have let the Israelites go and have lost their 
services!”  So he had his chariot made ready and 
took his army with him.  He took six hundred of the 
best chariots, along with all the other chariots of 
Egypt, with officers over all of them.  The Lord 
hardened the heart of Pharoah king of Egypt, so that 
he pursued the Israelites, who were marching out 
boldly. The Egyptians -- all Pharoah’s horses and 
chariots, horsemen and troops -- pursued the 
Israelites and overtook them as they camped by the 
sea...

As Pharoah approached, the Israelites looked up, 
and there were the Egyptians, marching after them.  

They were terrified and cried out to the Lord.  They 
said to Moses, “Was it because there were no graves 
in Egypt that you brought us to the desert to die?”  
What have you done to us by bringing us out of 
Egypt?  Didn’t we say to you in Egypt, ‘Leave us 
alone; let us serve the Egyptians’?  It would have 
been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die 
in the desert!”

Moses answered the people, “Do not be afraid.  
Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the Lord 
will bring you today.  The Egyptians you see today 
you will never see again.  The Lord will fight for 
you; you need only to be still.”

...Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, 
and all that night the Lord drove the sea back with a 
strong east wind and turned it into dry land.  The 
waters were divided, and the Israelites went 
through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water 
on their right and on their left.

The Egyptians pursued them, and all Pharoah’s 
horses and chariots and horsemen followed them 
into the sea.  During the last watch of the 
night the Lord looked down from the pillar 
of fire and cloud at the Egyptian army and 
threw it into confusion.  He made the 
wheels of their chariots come off so that 
they had difficulty driving.  And the 
Egyptians said, “Let’s get away from the 
Israelities!  The Lord is fighting for them 
against Egypt.”

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out 
your hand over the sea so that the waters 
may flow back over the Egyptians and 

their chariots and horsemen.”  Moses stretched out 
his hand over the sea, and at daybreak the sea went 
back to its place.

	 In the same way, their wives are to be women worthy of respect, not malicious talkers but temperate and trustworthy in everything.	 1 Timothy 3:11

	 Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth.	 2 Tim. 2:15
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The Fall
For all have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God.

Romans 3:23


